Dakar, Senegal
May 26th—31st 2014

www.africawaterweek.com
Theme: Placing Water at the Heart of the Post-2015 Development Agenda

2nd Announcement
The 5th Africa Water Week (aww-5) and the 9th AMCOW General Assembly begins May 26th to 31st in the
magnificent King Fahd Palace Hotels, Dakar. Organized by the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) in
conjunction with the African Union Commission (AUC) and hosted by the Government of Senegal represented by
the Ministry of Water Resources and Sanitation, Senegal , it is Africa’s top event for water resources and sanitation professionals, decision makers and stakeholders!
Click to Register
Keynote Speakers - 9th AMCOW GA May 30th 2014

Her Excellency, President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia

His Excellency, Macky Sall
of Senegal

Expected High Level Speakers include:












Prime Minister Madame Aminata Touré of Senegal
President John Kufuor, Chair, Sanitation and Water for All (SWA)
Andris Piebalgs, EU Commissioner for Development
former Prime Minister Han Seung-soo, Chair, UN HELP
Past and current AMCOW Presidents
54 AMCOW Ministers
Mr Michel Jarraud, WMO Secretary-General / UN Water Chair
Mr Makhtar Diop, World Bank Vice President, Africa
Mr. Aly Abou-Sabaa, AfDB Vice President, Sector Operations
Prof. Benedito Braga, President, World Water Council
Heads and top representatives of United Nations and other International organizations

Come meet with 1000 participants from governments, civil society, business
community, as well as international and regional organizations and the scientific community, as well as exhibitors from various sectors engaged in the sustainable management of
Africa’s water resources and delivery of safe water and improved sanitation.
Online registration ends May 20th 2014. Register now.

aww-5 will place spot light on water resources as a vital resource for growth
and serve as a platform for improving understanding of why managing resources wisely is key to the development endeavours at various levels and
why a more holistic water agenda beyond WASH (WASH-Plus) is crucial for
the post-2015 development framework. The conference focusses on the
Africa Water Vision 2025 of “An Africa where there is an equitable and sustainable use and management of
water resources for poverty alleviation, socio economic development, regional cooperation and environment”
and the need to further advocate for a distinct water goal in the post 2015 development framework. It will
utilize technical sessions and Sector / Stakeholder Forum in achieving set objectives and actions. Four
thematic areas in which the global water community is considering the role of water in the post-2015 development agenda will drive the parallel technical sessions.
Highlights of the technical sub theme sessions
Sub theme I.

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene: Partnerships,
Innovations, and Investments Post - 2015
Lead Convener (s): USAID (Further Advancing the Blue
Revolution – FABRI)
Co-Conveners:
AMCOW, SWA, DFID, AfWA, WSA, IRC, BMG
Foundation, WSP-Africa, WaterAid, WSUP,
SUWASA
Contact (s):
Heather Skilling, Amanda Robertson
Objectives of Theme 1
Sub theme 1 looks beyond 2015 to explore how to achieve universality, equity, and sustainability in water, sanitation, and hygiene across Africa.
Its sessions argue that the answers lie in:

building productive and long-lasting partnerships among governments, bilateral agencies and multilateral banks, implementers, and the private sector based on a shared vision and trust;

introducing innovations and creative solutions that are realistically applied and broadly commercialized; and,

more effectively mobilizing and leveraging all available sources of funding for the sector.
Stimulating conversations covering such topics as:

Outcomes and commitments of the SWA High Level meeting and monitoring the progress of enacting comprehensive,
realistic national WASH plans.led by SWA

Sanitation, Hygiene and Health Innovations: Policy and Governance Reforms Supporting New Initiatives led by Government of Senegal supported by USAID

Creating Sustainability in WASH led by IRC

Commercializing Technological Innovations in Sanitation led by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Using Information and Communications Technology (ICT) to Add Effective Consumer Voices to WASH Initiatives led by
WSP Africa

Strategies to Mobilize Different Levels of Finance with Private Sector Engagement led by SUWASA

Connecting WASH to the Post-2015 Development Agenda

Reaching the Urban Poor
See more details in the full Sessions Schedule

Sub theme II.
Lead Conveners:
Co-Conveners:
Contact(s):

Water Resources Management for Sustainable Development
African Development Bank & Global Water Partnership
UN – Economic Commission for Africa
Infrastructure Consortium for Africa
m.elazizi@afdb.org and alex.simalabwi@gwp.org

Background: Africa’s sustainable development is inextricably linked to an integrated approach of water resources management. Building water security for sustainable development will
be pivotal to place water in the core of the post-2015 development agenda. Africa has recently started to experience
substantial economic growth, but weak infrastructure is aggravating sustainable growth and adequate access to water
resources for health, agriculture, energy, industry and environment. Additional investments and finance options are required
to improve water resources management, develop capacities
and to address solutions for sustainable socio-economic
development.
Objectives


To assess the status of and identify key challenges to water infrastructure development and sustainable growth for
food security, agricultural growth and energy production



To frame water resources within the context of the debate on how Africa’s natural resource can contribute towards
Africa’s transformation and sustainable development



To show benefits of transboundary cooperation for national and regional development and how countries can optimize
economic development through cooperation on transboundary waters



To explore potential options for water financing, investments plans and resource mobilization



To map out pathways that will help to realize Africa’s potential in developing its water resources in the post 2015development agenda
Topics include:

See more details in the full Sessions Schedule



Why Water is critical for Sustainable Development



Water and Natural Resources



Water, Energy and Infrastructure led by UNECA



Water and Conflict/ Fragility



Transboundary Water Resources and cooperation led
by GWP



Water and Employment-Creation led by AfDB



Financing, Investment and Resource Mobilization led
by ICA



Way forward: Water Resource Management for the
Post 2015 Agenda. Doing things differently

Sub theme III:

Waste Water Management and Water Quality

Lead Convener(s): UN Habitat - UNEP - GWP
Co-Conveners:

UNESCO, AfDB

Contact(s):

Daniel Adom

Objectives

To highlight the challenges that local and national level stake
holders face in WWM & WQ


To present an overview of trends in facing the challenges of
WWM & WQ in Africa



To provide an update on the Global Dialogue for a WWM&WQ target of Sustainable Development Goals



To present and discuss the setting up a monitoring system for WWM & WQ in Africa



To share practical examples of productive uses of waste water (Irrigation, urban agriculture, energy, industrial use)



To present the economic and financial challenges for a community / municipality to invest in waste water treatment



To share promising experiences, processes and technologies for waste water treatment (DEWATS, biofilters, constructed wetlands, condominial process)



To share experiences on enforcement and incentives for water quality



To introduce the notion of shared responsibility for water quality where all stakeholders are involved from the users to
the industry, farmer, municipality, etc.



To share experiences on public – private partnerships for waste water management



To show the importance of the involvement of communities in waste water management and water quality monitoring



To present an integrated approach to Water and Waste Water Management



To share experiences on the integration of waste water in urban planning and green infrastructure design



To present innovative financing approaches

Topics covered include in the sessions include:


Assessing WWM & WQ in Africa



WWM & WQ Global and African Agenda



Waste water is a resource



Waste Water Treatment: Towards affordable
solutions?



Water Quality : a shared responsibility



Effective Waste Water Governance



The bigger picture : Planning for an integrated
approach



Science and Policy Dialogue: The way forward
for Waste Water Management and Water Quality

See more details in the draft Sessions Schedule

Sub Theme IV.

Water and Disaster Risk Management

Lead Convener(s): WMO & UNECA
Co-Conveners:

GWP, UNDP DRR, UNESCO

Contact(s):

Julius Wellens-Mensah - jwellens-mensah@wmo.int; Frederik Pischke - frederik.pischke@gwp.org

Background:
Water-related disasters, most notably floods and droughts account for nearly 90% of the 1,000 most disastrous events since
1990 worldwide. In Africa, water-related disasters account for over 80% of all people affected by natural disasters. Globally, the
number of people affected and estimated damages from water-related disasters continues to increase with an estimated cost of
USD 1 trillion from 2000 to 2010. Climate change is expected to increase extreme events leading to more frequent floods and
droughts. Water management is the key to confront this challenge. Building water security and applying the concepts of disaster
risk management will be pivotal to ensure the success of any development agenda post-2015. The theme “Water and Disaster
Risk Management” will bring the actors on water-related risk management together. The aim is to share experiences and increase efforts for applying the concepts of disaster risk reduction - reducing the exposure to hazards and the vulnerability of
people and their livelihood, the wise management of land and water, and improving preparedness and early warning.
Objectives
Have a common vision of disaster risk reduction for a shared responsibility for a more resilient and water secure world;
Articulate clear approaches for a more resilient world applying the concepts of integrated water resources management and
disaster risk reduction in concrete actions;
Share experiences on water-related disaster risk management.
Topics covered include:
Integrated Flood Management
Water Security and Climate Resilient Development
Joining efforts towards an integrated management of droughts
The post-2015 agenda for water-related disasters – where do we go from here?
Better measurement for better management
See more details in the full Sessions Schedule

Don’t Forget the Stakeholders’ Forum

The private sector increasingly perceives water scarcity, quality degradation and flooding as risks to both their
direct operations and their value chains as a whole. In response to this, corporates are developing new models
of co-operation to find solutions to the sustainable
water stewardship challenge.

-

The WBCSD and its Water Leadership Group are
pleased to be given the opportunity to help set up
a Business Forum during the 5th African Water
Week in Dakar, Senegal, putting forward a harmo
nized business voice in its commitment to addressing water challenges on the African continent
and bringing to the table business leaders/ organizations from different parts of Africa, with the con
tribution of our regional network partners. This
could also constitute a privileged occasion to engage with African ministers gathered for 9th General
Assembly of AMCOW Council of Ministers.
The Business Forum will create opportunities to actively contribute to engineering the development of targets
and indicators for water and sanitation in the post 2015 development agenda and engage in action. Our possible contribution could reside in:

Showcasing and discussing scalable solutions (for water sanitation, efficiency, treatment, reuse…)

Exchanging thoughts on the post-2015 agenda, building on the WEF 2014 Global Risk Report
and responses from the global community to foster water security (investments in information,
institutions and infrastructure, with the cooperation of a wide network of water users, public and
private institutions)

Discussing and exploring the opportunities for the private sector and national/local governments
to collaborate, along with other stakeholders, to develop robust water partnerships.
Read more
More coming soon

More coming soon

More coming soon

9th AMCOW General Assembly
Keynote Speaker:

His Excellency, President Macky Sall of Senegal

Chief Guest:

Her Excellency, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia / Africa’s Goodwill
Life Ambassador for Water & Sanitation
Goodwill Messages: President John Kufuor, Chair, Sanitation and Water for All (SWA)
Andris Piebalgs, EU Commissioner for Development
Congregation of the 54 member Council of Ministers responsible for Water Resources and Sanitation in the
continent and held biennially during the period of the Africa Water Week. The meeting is open to the 1000 conference participants from governments, regional institutions, international partners, the private sector, the scientific
community, civil society, and the media who are delegates to the Africa Water Week.
Significant initiatives are launched at the General Assembly and this edition will feature the launching of the the
Global Dialogue for Water Security and Sustainable Development by Her Excellency, President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf of Liberia.

